
An apparent Soviet under- 
ground nuclear test — the sec- 
ond in five weeks — was re- 
ported yesterday by the Atom- 
ic Energy Commission. 

The AEfc statement said 
•seismic signals recorded early 
yesterday “were equivalent to 
those of a nuclear test in the 
low-intermediate to interme- 
diate - yield range.” But a 
spokesman would not say def- 
initely that the Russians had 
conducted another test at 
their test site in the Semipa- 
latinsk area of Soviet Central 
Asia. 

The 'low-intermediate range 


covers explosions having force 
equivalent to 20,000 to 200,000 ! 
tons of TNT, while the inter- 
mediate range covers 200,000 
to a million tons. 

House before the AEC an- 
nouncement, seismographers 
at the University of California : 
at Berkeley and at Uppsala,! 
Sweden, had reported the 
shock. It was recorded at! 
12:56 a.m. EST in Uppsala and; 
at 1:03 a.m. EST in Berkeley. | 

The Uppsala scientists said; 
the shock had a magnitude of; 
6.4 on the Richter scale used' 
to measure the strength of 
earthquakes. I 


